Research context

There 1s a long history of exchange
between the Middle East and
Southeast Asia, but the contemporary
reconfiguration of mobility between
Southeast Asia and the Middle East
has to be understood in the context
of changing global migration regimes.
In particular, the introduction of
Islamophobic immigration policies by
many Western states after the
terrorist attacks of 9/11 has made it
increasingly difficult for Muslims to
travel to the West. Virtually banned
from entering Western universities,
and actively encouraged by
campaigns launched by  the

The study of migration from the
Middle East to Malaysia allows for a
critical analysis of the contemporary
politicization of religion In the
context of migration beyond the
West, and beyond orientalist readings
that reduce Middle Eastern students
to being “Muslims”. Furthermore, by
exploring educational migration from
the Middle East to Malaysia, this
research focuses our attention on
migration taking place within the
global South, and raises important
guestions for a competence network
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Malaysian government, increasing
numbers of Muslim students have
opted to study in Malaysia over the
last decade. Consequently, Malaysian
campuses and their surroundings
have undergone significant
diversification, with newer
immigration from the Middle East
meeting older migration streams that
have long made up the - often
uncritically - celebrated multi-ethnic
and multi-religious social fabric of
Malaysian society.

Ethnographic foci

This research Is grounded In on-going
ethnographic fieldwork (2012-2013)
carried out on a Malaysian university
campus and an adjacent high-rise
apartment building, where students
from Iran live door-to-door with

In area studies: How do people who
move within Asia define Its
boundaries, their region of origin, and
the host country Malaysia? How do
they conceive of religious centres and
peripheries? The study of educational
migration and the attention to
everyday coexistence provide useful
iInsights for the conceptualization of
contemporary ~ processes of
globalization and reveal crucial links
between spatial and social mobility in
Asia.
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